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From the Pilot’s Cabin

Colleagues, we are approaching the end of 2006.  Currently we are conducting Operation 22 (Stock Theft) and project

Trouble Tracer (W anted persons).  A few of the provinces are conducting project Gijima (Goats).  Rest assured that we

are addressing the problem of stock theft.  I am convinced that all the stock theft units, in some way or another, are doing

what they can to achieve huge successes with the operations.

A decision to conduct an operation is only made when the intelligence indicates that a specific problem can be successfully

addressed by a specific action.  Therefore, continuous investigations are conducted to ensure that the identified problem

areas receive the necessary attention and to give the livestock owners the assurance that the problem of stock theft is

addressed at every level.     

Many thanks to every officer and member for your support and hard work these past nine months.  I am aware that success

is not achieved without much effort and hard work and that the effort often includes inconvenience and discomfort.  On

operational level discomfort is sometimes endured and much patience is needed in order to achieve success.  Rest

assured that we understand and appreciate all your efforts and sacrifices.      

I also noticed the companionship between the officers and members of the stock theft units.  It was a pleasure to see it,

as well as how contagious it is among colleagues.  Let us build forth on this good, solid foundation.  Let us be proud of what

we are able to accomplish with much effort as we sometimes have to maintain it under difficult circumstances.     

I wish to assure you of the Stock Theft Unit: Head Office’s continued support and that we will always be there when the

problem of stock theft needs to be addressed.  

Officers and members connected to the stock theft units must always be proud of everything that they were able to achieve

to ensure that the livestock owners’ needs are always put first.  I do not doubt everyone’s loyalty and therefore the Stock

Theft Unit: Head Office is very proud of every officer and member connected to the stock theft unit.     

All the best with your work.     STOCK THEFT UNIT: HEAD OFFICE
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HLUHLUWE

The application of other legislation apart from the stock

theft act to convict stock theft culprits

The Stock Theft Units in the Zululand area have been very

concerned about the slaughtering of cattle and hanging them

from trees to be sold,  as stolen stock is easily disposed of in

this manner.

The Hluhluwe Stock Theft Unit managed to achieve a 100%

conviction rate since the Meat & Safety Act, 2000 (Act No 40

of 2000) was approved.

The most recent success story started on 2004-05-08 in the

Emanguzi district (next to Kosi Bay) where Mr M , a well-

known stock thief (three previous convictions for stock theft)

was arrested at his tree butchery and charged under the

Meat & Safety Act, 2000.

He was convicted and sentenced to pay R6000,00 or six

months’ imprisonment of which R4000,00 or three months

were suspended for five years on condition that he is not

convicted under sec 7 of the Meat & Safety Act, 2000 during

the period of suspension.

On 2005-03-12 Mr M was arrested again and was charged

under the Meat & Safety Act, 2000 and was sentenced to six

months’ imprisonment.  Unfortunately the above suspended

sentence was not taken into consideration as it had not yet

been indicated on the SAP 69 yet.

On 2005-08-17 as the investigating officer was on his way to

court to attend to Mr M’s case dated 2005-03-12, meat was

again for sale at the tree butchery.   This time Mr M was not

there, but a family member was found instead selling the

meat on his behalf as he was appearing at Emanguzi Court

that day.

At court (the police officers brought the seller and the meat

along) Mr M was arrested as he left the court in the presence

of his attorney after pleading guilty on the second Meat

Safety case.

On 2006-03-03 in the Emanguzi District Court accused No 1

was convicted to undergo one (1) year’s imprisonment after

it was revealed that he (the seller) also had a previous

conviction for stock theft.  Accused No 2,  Mr M,  was without

his attorney (maybe the attorney was also fed up with him)

was convicted to undergo two years’ imprisonment without

the option of a fine.  This time the court’s attention was drawn

to all the previous convictions, suspended sentences and the

provisions of sec 19 (2)(a) and (b) of the Meat & Safety Act,

2000 with regard to penalties first and the second conviction

before sentencing took place.

GAUTENG

SUCCESS IN ATTERIDGEVILLE

On 11 May 2006 a suspect was caught selling meat from a

squatter hut in Atteridgeville.  The suspect pointed out two

more huts where more meat was found and three suspects

were arrested.

     The following were seized:

3x plastic buckets containing beef

1x plastic basin containing beef

1x plastic bag containing beef

1x ice bucket containing beef

1x cow’s head

On 16 May 2006 the complainant from Erasmia identified the

cow’s head as one of his two stolen cattle on the grounds of

the colour and unique earmark of the head, as well as the

manner in which the horns were sawed.

TOUGH CONVICTIONS

On 12 July 2006 a suspect who received stolen livestock,

four (4) cattle, was sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment by

the Carolina Regional Court in Mpumalanga.

On 3 May 2006 two accused who were found guilty of the

theft of 20 sheep in total, was sentenced to three years’

imprisonment and six years’ imprisonment respectively in

Matatiële, KwaZulu-Natal. 

INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER
 -NM ROBERTS

Mrs NM Roberts was born in Pietersburg on 27 June

1981.  She matriculated at Wonderboom High School in

Pretoria in 1999. 

She joined the South African Police Service in July 2002

and was stationed at Pretoria-West SAPS.  She was

appointed at the Stock Theft Unit, Head Office on 3 July

2006 and will provide administrative and management

support  to the Stock Theft Desk. 
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MPUMALANGA

A stock theft operation was conducted from 2006-04-03  to

2006-04-08 by members of the Standerton, Middelburg,

Ermelo, W akkerstroom and Marble Hall Stock Theft Units

and the Eastern Highveld Area.  The Mpumalanga Stock

Auctions in the Bronkhorstspruit, Belfast, W itbank, Ermelo,

Standerton and Sundra areas had been visited and

seventeen (17) goats to the value of R10 200,00  were

recovered and forty-nine (49) persons were served with

summonses (J534) for contravening the Identification of

Animals Act, 2002 (Act No 6 of 2002).

Operation Bon Amanzi was conducted by members of the

Middelburg and Marble Hall Stock Theft Units and the

Machadodorp Crime Prevention Unit,  Eastern Highveld

Area, Mpumalanga in the Laersdrif, Konterdonskloof,

Zaaiplaas,  Roossenekal, Belfast, Blinkwater, Draaikraal,

Machadodorp and W aterval Boven areas from 2006-04-03

to 2006-04-08. Sixteen (16) cattle to the value of R49

300,00 and seventeen (17) goats to the value of R10

200,00  were recovered.  Four (4) persons were arrested

for stock theft and five (5) persons were served with

summonses (J534) for contravening the Identification of

Animals Act, 2002.

Members of the Piet Retief and W akkerstroom Stock Theft

Units and  the Piet Retief Crime Prevention Unit  conducted

Operation Shanyela in the Saaihoek and Luneburg areas

from 2006-05-09 to 2006-05-11.  Three (3) persons 

(wanted persons) were arrested for stock theft, two (2)

persons were arrested for possession of dagga, three (3)

persons were served with summonses (J534) for

contravening the Identification of Animals Act, 2002, one

(1) person was served with a summons (J534) for selling

liquor. Ten (10) head of cattle to the value of R20 500,00,

seventeen (17) goats to the value of  R10 800,00 and

seven (7) sheep to the value of R4 200 00,00, were

recovered.

Members of the Marble Hall and Standerton Stock Theft

Units and the Veterinary Services of Mpumalanga

conducted an operation in Dennilton, Kwaggafontein,

Kwamhlanga, Siyabuswa and Tweefontein in Mpumalanga

from 2006-06-18 to 2006-06-23.  Three (3) persons were

arrested for stock theft,  twenty (20) persons were served

with summons (J534) for contravening the Animal

Identification Act, two (2) persons were served with

summons (J534) for contravening the Meat Safety Act and

one (1) person for contravening section 8(1) of the Stock

Theft Act.  Nineteen (19) head of cattle to the value of R95

000,00 and thirty (30) goats to the value of R18 000,00

were recovered.

MPUMALANGA
“VASVAT”

From 18 to 20 April 2006 Operation Vasvat took place

in the Amsterdam Area.  The Ermelo and Piet Retief

Stock Theft Units, the Crime Prevention Unit, nine

reservists and approximately 29 complainants

cooperated in the operation.  The Air Wing could not

provide assistance because of the weather and

instead, six horses,  one motorcycle and two vehicles

were used on the difficult terrain with cliffs. The

following successes were achieved:

ARRESTS RECOVERIES VALUE OF
RECOVERED
PROPERTY

3 Persons 9 Donkeys 3250

1 Person 1 Cattle handed over to
complainant

1500

1 Cattle  2500

1 Cattle 2500

6 Cattle, not marked and
owner unknown

18000

6 Cattle marked and
returned to owner

22000

4 Persons Stock Recovered: 24 R49 750,00

NORTH WEST

Members of the Vryburg Stock Theft Unit conducted an

operation in the Ganyesa and Morokweng areas in

North West from 2006-05-01 to 2006-05-05.  Twenty-two

(22) donkeys to the value of R66 000,00 were recovered.
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KWAZULU-NATAL

The Stock Theft Units in KwaZulu-Natal conducted an

operation in the Elandslaagte, Van Reenen and Ladysmith

 areas in which eight (8) persons were arrested for stock

theft, eight (8) persons were served with summons (J534)

for contravening the Identification of Animals Act, 2002, one

(1) person was served with a summons (J534) for

contravening section 8 of Act  57 of 1959, one hundred and

sixty-one (161) head of cattle to the value of R805 000,00,

sixty-two (62) goats to the value of R37 600,00, thirty-six

(36) sheep to the value of R21 600,00, one (1) High Ace

Kombi to the value of R100 000,00 and 60kg dagga to the

value of R120 000,00 were recovered.  

Members of the Bergville Stock Theft Unit, the Visible

Policing Units of Oliviershoek and Upper Tugela in

Mabelesini and Upper Tugela in KwaZulu-Natal conducted

an operation on 2006-04-27.  Nine (9) head of cattle to the

value of R22 000,00 were recovered.

The members of the Stock Theft Units of Matatiële

conducted an operation in the Kokstad, Harding, Izingolweni

areas, KwaZulu-Natal from 2006-04-03 to 2006-04-07.

Three (3) persons were arrested in two (2) cases for stock

theft, ten (10) head of cattle to the value of R50 000,00 and

one (1) horse to the value of  R3 000,00, were recovered.

In a stock theft operation members of the Vryheid, Melmoth,

Nongoma, and Nqutu Stock Theft Units and the Durban Air

W ing conducted an operation in Makakhula, the Swart

Mfolozi  Area, and the Gluckstadt, Vryheid and

Paulpietersburg areas in KwaZulu-Natal from 2006-05-10 to

2006-05-22.   Three (3) persons were arrested for stock

theft, four (4) persons were served with summons (J534) for

contravening the Identification of Animals Act, 2002, one

hundred and fifty-one (151) head of cattle to the value of

R453 000,00, twelve (12) goats to the value of R8 100,00

and one (1) grey duiker to the value of R500,00, were

recovered.

Members of the Nqutu and Melmoth Stock Theft Units, the

Durban Air W ing and the Nqutu Crime Prevention Unit

conducted an operation in the Nqutu, Melmoth, Mahlaba

and Msinga areas in KwaZulu-Natal from 2006-05-22 to

2006-06-02.  Seven (7) persons were arrested for stock

theft, two (2) persons were arrested with warrants of arrest,

eighty-three (83) head of cattle to the value of R415 000,00

and twenty-eight (28) goats to the value of R16 800,00 were

recovered.

Members of the Melmoth Stock Theft Unit conducted an

operation in the Nkandla and Melmoth areas in KwaZulu-

Natal from 2006-06-12 to 2006-06-17.  Five (5) persons

were arrested for stock theft,  forty (40) persons were

served with summons (J534) for contravening the Animal

Identification Act, forty-seven (47) head of cattle to the value

of R235  000,00 were recovered.  From 2006-06-18 to

2006-06-30 the Nqutu Stock Theft Unit conducted a stock

theft operation in the Nqutu, Ekombe, Kranskop, Dundee,

Dannhauser and Mondlo areas in KwaZulu-Natal.   Ten (10)

persons were arrested for stock theft,  forty-nine (49) head

of cattle to the value of R245 000,00, ten (10) goats to the

value of R6 000,00 were recovered and four (4) sheep were

impounded at Dundee pound. 

WESTERN CAPE
STOCK THEFT UNIT: OUDTSHOORN

The  Oudtshoorn Stock Theft Unit was honoured by Agri

W estern Cape as the best Stock Theft Unit in the W estern

Cape.  Detective Inspector P J van der W esthuizen was

appointed as the best stock theft investigator. 

Agri W estern Cape praised the unit for its achievements.

Despite obstacles this unit  encounter daily, this is a clear

indication that the Oudtshoorn Stock Theft Unit: W estern Cape

is committed and capable to render a proper service to the

agricultural community that they serve.  

LIMPOPO

From 2006-08-25 to 2006-08-27; the members of the Stock

Theft Units; Limpopo achieved the following successes:  

i Twenty-seven (27) head of cattle to the value of R37

200,00 were recovered

i Sixty-two (62) goats to the value of R37 200,00 were

recovered

i two (2) game to the value of R2000,00 were recovered

i Nine (9) persons were apprehended of which two (2)

are members of the South African Police Service in the

province.

POLOKWANE STOCK THEFT UNIT

From 2006-09-02 to 2006-09-03, the members of the above

unit conducted a stock theft operation and achieved the

following successes:

i Two (2) persons were apprehended with four (4)

suspected stolen head of cattle to the value of 

R24 000,00.   They were loaded on a suspected stolen

vehicle.  Upon investigation it was established that the

vehicle was reported stolen in Pretoria and further

eight (8) head of cattle to the value of R48 000,00 were

already delivered at the nearby sale auction.
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